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The unfolding United States-Iran (US-Iran) war has underscored a familiar but often 

underappreciated truth in international politics: When military objectives collide with 

structural economic dependencies, conflicts rarely remain confined to their original intent. 

What began on February 28 as a calibrated US-Israeli effort at regime decapitation and 

counter-proliferation has, within weeks, morphed into a far more consequential struggle over 

the sinews of the global energy order. The economic consequences, as expected, have been 

swift and severe. Energy markets, already operating in tight conditions, have reacted with 

volatility. Price spikes, supply disruption, and cascading effects across sectors, from aviation 

to agriculture, underscore how regional instability can trigger systemic global shocks. 

Geopolitically, the conflict is accelerating trends that were already underway. Gulf states, 

long positioned as pillars of stability in global energy markets, now find themselves directly 

exposed. Their strategic calculus is likely to evolve, balancing security partnerships with the 

imperative of economic survival. This could translate into greater hedging behaviour, 

including deeper engagement with alternative power centres such as China and Russia. 

Beyond energy markets, the conflict intersects with the fragile architecture of nuclear 

diplomacy surrounding Iran’s nuclear programme. 

The implications of the Iran war are also visible in the changing character of modern conflict 

itself. Cyber operations, maritime disruptions, proxy networks, and economic coercion have 

all played roles alongside conventional military force. These hybrid methods expand the 

battlefield beyond traditional military arenas and make escalation harder to control. When 

conflicts unfold across multiple domains simultaneously, the distinction between war and 

crisis becomes increasingly blurred. 

Even if the conflict remains geographically limited, its strategic consequences extend far 

beyond the region. Energy markets, maritime commerce, nuclear diplomacy, and great-power 

relations are all affected by instability in the Gulf. The war demonstrates that regional 

conflicts in the contemporary international system rarely remain regional in their effects. 

Ultimately, the Iran war lies in the transformation of the strategic environment itself. The 

conflict signals a Middle East in which deterrence is less stable, diplomacy is more fragile, 

and economic security is more exposed to geopolitical shocks. In that sense, the war 

represents not only a confrontation between specific actors but also a turning point in the 

evolving structure of the regional and global order. 

The central question now is not simply how the conflict will end but what precedents it will 

set. By making energy and critical infrastructure the battlefield, the war has globalised what 

began as a bilateral strike. It is testing alliances, inflating economic pain worldwide, and 

signalling a new era where Gulf hydrocarbons are both weapon and target. The normalisation 

of infrastructure targeting, the weaponisation of chokepoints, and the deepening of multipolar 

alignments all point toward a more fragmented and volatile order. In that sense, the 2026 Iran 



war is not merely a regional confrontation but a defining moment in the evolution of 21st 

century geopolitics — where energy is both the instrument and the battleground of power. 

The implications of the Iran war thus extend far beyond the immediate military confrontation 

that triggered the crisis. The conflict should be understood as a stress test of the regional 

order under conditions already shaped by deterrence erosion, fragile energy security, and 

intensifying great-power competition. The following sections can explore these dimensions in 

order to provide a clear and substantive understanding of how the war may transform both the 

Middle East and the wider international system. Based on reports and analyses concerning the 

2026 Iran conflict (specifically Operation Epic Fury/Lion's Roar initiated on February 28, 

2026), here are potential article/essay topics theme: 

1. Operation Epic Fury: Strategic Analysis of the Initial Joint U.S.-Israel Strike Strategy 

2. The Transition from Shadow War to Open Conflict 

3. Asymmetric Warfare in 2026: The Role of Hypersonic Missiles and Drone Swarms 

4. Targeting the "Brain": The Impact of Leadership Strikes on Iranian Command and 

Control 

5. The Future of Naval Power: Securing the Strait of Hormuz in a High-Intensity 

Conflict 

6. Energy Shockwaves: How the 2026 Iran War Disrupted Global Supply Chains 

7. The 2026 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Regime: When Diplomacy Fails 

8. The Tehran Paradox: Rewriting the Rules of International Law and Intervention 

9. A View from Delhi: India’s Strategic Tightrope and Energy Security 

10. Russia and China's Role in a Regionalized Middle East War  

11. The Fall of a Regime? Analysing Potential Iranian Post-War Scenarios 

12. Post-2026 Middle East: Rebuilding Regional Security Architecture 

13. The New Normal: The Enduring Impact of the 2026 Crisis on Global Energy Policy 

 

Categories: 

1.Undergraduate (students pursuing a bachelor’s degree at the time of submission). 

2.Graduate (candidates pursuing master’s, doctoral, or equivalent degrees, along with 

practicing professionals) 

 



Submission Guidelines: 

1. Authors entering the Student Essay Contest must be students currently enrolled in a fully 

accredited college/university within the state of India. 

2. Submissions will include name, college/university, degree being sought, and expected 

graduation date. Papers require an author, three tags, a title, and an abstract. Abstracts are 

limited to 200 words, titles are limited to 50 words, and all co-authors should be listed. 

3. Essays may be inspirational, analytical, or pedagogical in nature. 

4. Essays must be original, unpublished, and not under review elsewhere. 

5. Essays will be a maximum of 3,000-3500 words and should be submitted in MS Word 

format. 

6. Essays must be written in the applicant's own authentic voice, reflecting their personal 

thoughts and insights. Essays will be inspected to detect the percentage of AI-generated 

content, and the result will be considered in the application evaluation. 

 

Timeline: 

1. Online submission: Last date of submission 30th September, 2026 to submitted at: 

info@ceners-k.com 

2. Winners will be notified in the month of October, 2026.  

 

Award: 

1. One undergraduate essay and one graduate essay and one doctorate candidate may be 

selected as the award recipients. 

2. A prize and certificate will be awarded for each winning essay. 

3. The winning essays may be published on the CENERS-K website at the discretion of the 

Article Review Committee. 

4. The winning essays may be published in the Journal of CENER-K- Calcutta Journal of 

Global Affairs at the discretion of the editor. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


